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India is the largest producer, consumer and exporter of seed spices. The seed spices are
well distributed over different agro-climatic regions in India. The major growing belt of seed spices
spreads from arid to semi-arid regions, covering large area in Rajasthan and Gujarat, which
contributed more than 80 percent of the total seed spices production in the country. The other
prominent seed spices growing states other than Rajasthan and Gujarat are Punjab, M.P., Bihar,
U.P., West Bengal, Orissa, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. Both biotic and abiotic stress contributes
significantly to crop loss in seed spices. Of the biotic factors, occurrence of many diseases at
different crop growth stages of seed spices crops is one of the important constraints for high
production and productivity. Occurrence of diseases viz, wilts, blights, rots, and powdery mildews
have resulted in poor yield and productivity. Infestation by diseases also deteriorates the quality
of the seed spices. Hence, there is need to reduce the yield losses caused due to biotic and
abiotic factors. Disease management technologies integrating chemical, cultural and biological
methods in coriander, cumin, fennel, fenugreek and other seed spices have been developed.
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