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India is the largest producer of milk in the world but the acute shortage of feed and fodder
for dairy animals is having a negative impact on India's dairy sector. The shortage of dry fodder,
green fodder and concentrate is as high as 40% and fodder cultivated in only about 4% of the
agricultural land is 'not adequate to meet the requirement of fodder in the country. The search for
alternatives to green fodder and concentrates led us to a wonderful plant azolla, which holds the
promise of providing a sustainable feed for livestock.

Azolla is a free floating, rapidly growing aquatic fern on water surface. It floats as small,
flat, compact green mass. Azolla, also known as mosquito fern, duckweed fern, fairy moss and
water fern, is a genus of fresh water fern that grows floating on water surfaces in temperate and
subtropical regions throughout the world (Ding Ji Shi et al.1988) There are at least six species of
Azollaworldwide;  Azollacaroliniana, Azollacircinata, Azolla japonica, Azollamexicana,
Azollamicrophylla,Azollanilotica, Azollapinnataand Azollarubra. The common species of Azolla in
India is Azollapifinata. Azolla can also be used as fertilizer and soil improver for many plants and
for wastewater treatment. Azolla produces more than 4 to 5 times of protein of excellent quality in
comparison to Lucerne and Hybrid Napier. Besides this, the bio- mass production is almost 4 to
10 times when compared with Hybrid Napier and lucerne respectively. These two parameters are
very important to enhance economic livestock production to establish that azolla is reckoned as
“The Super Plant”.

Considering nutritive value of azolla, Krishivigyan Kendra Ajmer has taken a responsibility
to introduce and popularize Azolla in Rajasthan. The azolla cultivation is a new phenomenon for
the farmers of Ajmer district. KVK Ajmer is pioneer institute who brought azolla in 2008 and
standardized its cultivation and package of practices in Rajasthan and northern India. Specific
achievement may include popularization and installation of units of Azolla through “KVK Ajmer
Model of Azolla Production” at farmers’ fields. Farmers have given positive response and shown
keen interest in its utilization as animal feed. Initially, KVK Ajmer has started to give
demonstration to motivate farmers for establishment of Azolla units at their fields.
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